Omaha Dog Park Advocates

Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, April 9, 2008
6:00 p.m.

Location:  Swanson Library, 9101 W. Dodge Rd.
Meeting Facilitator:  Bridget Jansen – ODPA President
Attendees:

Bridget Jansen
Trisha Clary
Ed Sikorski
Lynne Newlin
Mickey Merriam

Amy Riehle
Sue Volkmer

Linda Greene

Ayn Dahlke

Jan Sloma

Jamie Johnson

Annell Naccarato


Open issues:

· President’s Report – Bridget Jansen

· Website changes have been made to include Spring Bark event.

· Yahoo group message board – was not being monitored until incident involving a dog death at the park.  Started monitoring the board (as of 4/9) after some of the postings started becoming too negative and actually caused some people to leave the group.

· Vice President position was vacated.  Nominations were taken at March’s meeting.  Sue Volkmer was voted in (and has accepted) the VP position. 

· Water fountains have been ordered and will be delivered to Eyman Plumbing.

· Treasurer’s Report – Trish Clary
· Nothing to report – no accounts payable or billable since previous month’s meeting
· Secretary’s Report – Amy Riehle

· Spring Bark in the Park is April 26.  Event committee is finalizing details.
· NKC Show July 18-20 at Qwest – we are registered and will be in the same booth as last year.

· Walk for the Animals ODPA dog pack – more info as event approaches.

· Open Issues

· Annell Naccarato attended this meeting to discuss the ongoing concern of the “NO TOYS” rule at the dog park.  Back when the park was first considered, the City, Nebraska Humane Society (NHS) and ODPA were involved in discussing appropriate rules.  The ODPA Vice President Jocelyn Nickerson did research – she is also involved with rescues – and after several months, presented the rules to the City and NHS and such rules were agreed upon by everyone involved.  The “NO TOYS” rule was based on research on rescue dogs and their responses to toy aggression.  It has been decided that this topic needs further discussion and possibly at a separate meeting of such topic only and not during a general meeting.
· It was mentioned that supporters of the “Recall Fahey” effort were at the park.  This is a public park and legally they can be on the property.  ODPA does not take a stance on this issue one way or another.
· Could “petiquette” classes be taught at NHS?

· Continued issue of choke/prong/shock collars being worn by dogs inside the park.  These are dangerous to the dog wearing it as well as the other dogs.  More public education is needed on this issue.

· Message board – public education on reasons for certain rules/behavior will help get the message out.  UPDATE:  Home Depot can no longer donate items.  We must find another solution
Adjournment 7:00 p.m.

