Omaha Dog Park Advocates

Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, November 14, 2007
6:00 p.m.

Location:  Conagra – 90th & Fort
Meeting Facilitator:  Bridget Jansen – ODPA President
Attendees:

Bridget Jansen

Mickey Merriam
Ed Sikorski

Susan Leber

Cecy Losee

Beth Huse

Jan Sloma

Trisha Clary

Sue Volkmer

Amy Riehle

Steven Dickey

Lara Adkins

Linda Greene

Jocelyn Nickerson

Rena Branecki

Lynne Newlin
Approval of minutes from last meeting

Open issues:

· Elections for 2008/2009 Executive Committee Members – the following positions were up for election along with the list of nominees for each:
· President
· Bridget Jansen
· Secretary
· Amy Riehle
· Public Information Officer – this position was not up for election until 2008, but due to the resignation of PIO Jamie Krussel on 11/14/07, it was decided to hold elections for this position as well
· Cecy Losee

· Members at Large (3 positions)
· Amy Riehle (declined)

· Cecy Losee (declined)

· Linda Greene

· Sue Volkmer
· Jan Sloma

· Kris Olson (not in attendance)

· Lynne Newlin
· Beth Huse

· Susan Leber

Nominees must be present.  Bridget Jansen asked each nominee to accept or decline nomination and present a little information about themselves before voting.  Those in bold won their respective positions and are pending approval from the ODPA Board of Directors.
· Starting December 2007, ODPA will hold the monthly meetings at Swanson Library on 90th & Dodge Street.  She has asked if ODPA could hold the entire year of 2008 meetings as well and is waiting to hear back from the library.

· Message board – Amy Riehle has contacted Home Depot at 144th & W. Maple Rd. for the materials needed to construct.  Waiting for response from them.  Bridget Jansen would like to investigate the possibility for a donor board in the future, similar to the message board that would thank the contributors to the dog park.  Might need to look into lexan instead of plexiglass – possible vandalism issues.
· Ruts/mudholes – were filled by the City on 11/14/07.  Suggestion by Steven Dickey to have a mound of dirt on both sides of the park, so that as ruts/holes appear, a group of volunteers would be willing to fill them in quarterly.  A certain type of dirt is required for over the landfill.
· Water fountains – plans approved (by the City and Tom Eyman) and fountains will be ordered this week.  Tom Eyman will store the fountains until installation is ready to begin.  Probably will happen after Memorial Day.  City only turns water on in all city parks from Memorial Day to Labor Day.

· Pathways – on hold

· Benches – have been installed on the all dog side.  Fred Henniger donated benches in memory of his dog.  Tyler and a team of Boy Scouts helped Fred build them for the pack Eagle Scout project.
· EGGstravEGGanza – committee was formed (Amy, Lara, Trisha, Lynne, Linda, Sue V. Suzy) to begin planning.  Event will be moved permanently to April because of weather issues that can arise.  Committee will meet last week of November to set a date for the event and it will also undergo a name change.
· Dog friendly business list – Sue Volkmer gave list to Emily to start work on.

· Newsletter – winter issue will be coming up soon.

· Grants – Lara Adkins stated the majority of submission deadlines for grants are in the spring.

· Bag dispensers – Linda Greene will contact Ideal to see if they can donate 10-15 more 5 gallon water jugs to be placed along the interior fences on both sides.  Also, clean bags are still being hung on the fence.  The City does not like this and will remove them.  Trisha Clary and Beth Huse will mark the bag dispensers already on the fences “clean bags only”.
· Newspaper article – Omaha World Herald ran a story about Nebraska dog parks; Omaha Dog Park was featured along with others.

· Vendors selling at the park – needs further investigation with the City.  Announcements regarding dog related fundraising/selling/events and their locations can be posted on ODPAs Yahoo groups calendar.

· New Business

· Trees – Steven Dickey had noticed trees being removed and transplanted elsewhere from Tranquility.  ODPA will contact the City and investigate to see if some could be taken to Omaha Dog Park for landscaping.
· Plastic bags on fence - Ed Sikorski found a dead cat in a bag left hanging on the fence inside the all dog side.  Not only will the scent become horrible, but the dogs will go crazy.  If this happens again, the NHS should be called and they can investigate if this is a non-humane treatment case.
· It was also brought to our attention there has been a man with a tennis racket in the dog park hitting dogs that he found too aggressive with his dog.  This MUST be reported to the Omaha Police (911) or animal control at the NE Humane Society.  444-7800 ext. 507.

· Lights – possibly share with BMX?  Can they turn some of their lights to shine on the dog park?

Adjournment 7:30 p.m.

