Omaha Dog Park Advocates

Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, January 9, 2008
6:00 p.m.

Location:  Swanson Library, 9101 W. Dodge Rd.
Meeting Facilitator:  Bridget Jansen – ODPA President
Attendees:

Bridget Jansen
Charlotte Leishman
Sue Volkmer
Annell Naccarato
Trisha Clary
Emily Lukken
Ed Sikorski 
Lara Adkins
Lynne Newlin 
Linda Greene
Amy Riehle


Approval of minutes from November 2007 meeting

Open issues:

· We need to educate park patrons regarding the “no escape” entrance/exit areas.  If someone is in such area, gates should not be opened until owner has dog(s) under control and leashed.  Prevents escapes as well as excited dogs entering getting leashes tangled, etc.
· Snow in front of gates – not being shoveled which is causing gates to be pulled open the wrong way – hinges are now bent.  Annell will call City to see about snow removal.  Ed Sikorski has volunteered to fix the hinges.

· Large river rock to fill mud holes or for a decorative finish around fountains (after being installed)?

· Treasurer’s Report – Trish Clary

· Memberships will begin sometime in 2008

· Petco – held a spay/neuter clinic and people could “round up” their total cost.  Omaha Dog Park received a donation check in the amount of $154

· Also received two more donations – Angela Schendt (which also did a donation match through her company Woodmen of the World) for a total of $200 and Ed Sikorski donated $100

· President’s Report – Bridget Jansen

· Cecy Losee resigned as Public Information Officer

· Website changes have been made

· Park message board – waiting to get on contractor’s schedule

· Installation for water fountains will begin in spring, but City does not turn water on to public parks until Memorial Day.

· A calendar for events is on the dog park’s online Yahoo message board.

· ODPA meetings, events, etc. will be listed

· Rescue groups, NHS events, etc. can also post their dog-related events

· Possible monthly or quarterly dog park “clean up” days

· Possibility to have table at Petco or Petsmart to educate public about the park (take donations?)

· Possibility to have a booth for donations at Walmart (168th & Maple) – Walmart might match donations – Amy will check out

· Newsletters will be scheduled to come out before meetings in April, July, and September

· Secretary’s Report – Amy Riehle

· EGGstravEGGanza has been renamed to Spring Bark in the Park and will be held at the park, Saturday, April 26th from noon to 3pm

· Event Committee will meet separately to continue planning

· ODPA will participate in the NKC show again this year

· NHS Cause for Paws might be moved to June – we will have a booth

· NHS Walk for the Animals – September 30th – we will have a booth and have a dog pack

· Vice President’s Report – Lara Adkins

· Grants – a draft of the letter will be proofed by Bridget Jansen and Sue Volkmer)

· After approval, they will be mailed to approximately 25-30 businesses before March deadline

· Miscellaneous Business

· Dog-friendly business list will be compiled by Sue and Emily

· Take a survey at NKC show, etc. from out-of-towners regarding dog-friendly related businesses they have used in Omaha

· Home relocation packets given by real estate agents – these packets are compiled by the City.  Can we get a dog park brochure into these packets?
Adjournment 6:45 p.m.

